Pennsylvania Chapter Newsletter- Spring 2012

Message from our President
Happy Spring! I hope you all have been enjoying this unseasonably
warm weather as much as I have. I’m not quite sure what that is going
to mean for the summer!
I would like to remind everyone that Convocation is just around the
corner; May 4th-8th. As of the last report I received from National, only
three PA Chapter members are registered to attend. PLEASE, if you
have the opportunity, this is a must attend event! ACHCA is celebrating
50 years and this year’s Convocation promises to be something
incredible! There is no better opportunity to network with your peers
across the United States and to touch base with some great vendors
who support our efforts as an organization.
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At the local level, elections for PA Chapter officers and Board members were held in March. The officers
for 2012 are as follows:







President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Board Member:
Board Member:

Sharon Bixler, ACBSW,CNHA,FACHCA
Aundrea Leonard
Richard Stillwagon
Lisa Garrett
Patricia Savage
Susan Hoffman

I encourage members to start thinking about taking an active role and running for an officer position
next year. If you are interested in taking a more active role; contact me directly at
sbix90125@comcast.net
I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to Dr. Timothy Legg who served as Vice President for the
past three years and was responsible for publishing our chapter newsletter. We will be looking for some
assistance with the quarterly newsletter. If you are interested, please contact me directly at
sbix90125@comcast.net
I would like to remind you that the Chapter is in need of individuals who are willing to take an active role
in forming an education committee, chapter development committee, and sponsorship committee. If
we want our Chapter to be vibrant, thriving and active; we need to get some support to make things
happen. In the coming weeks and months, the officers will be reaching out to individual members to ask
for your support in these efforts. If you would like to nominate someone, please send me their name
and contact information. Give it some thought; consider using your expertise to help your organization.
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It will benefit you as well, especially if you are interested in applying for certification or fellow status and
looks great on a resume. Perhaps you are thinking of getting involved on a national level? If so, what
better experience than starting at our Chapter level?! You don’t need any special experience; just an
interest in becoming involved; it’s that simple!
I look forward to hearing from interested members! Hope to see you next month in Nashville!

Sharon Bixler
Sharon Bixler, ACBSW,CNHA, FACHCA
Pennsylvania Chapter President

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
January
Tammy Clabaugh---Full Member
March
Lisa Sofia---Full Member
E.Thomas Scarborough-Full Member
Mary Hellberg---Student
Remember to keep your membership updated so that you stay connected. The newsletter and other
information is sent out through an e-mail distribution list. We need you to keep us informed when you
change your e-mail address so you don’t miss out on chapter correspondence!

ACHCA Facility Award Winners Announced!
Congratulations to the following ACHCA facility award winners:
Gary Peters
Michael Wlaker
Linda Carlson
Monique Cole
Karen Pulini
Laura Smith
Anna Mae Grzezczkowski
Barbar Mallonnee
Diane McCauley
Tracey Sanders
Carolyn Snedecker
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Sponsorship Opportunities
PA Chapter is seeking sponsors to support on-going education and PA Chapter events. Please contact
Sharon Bixler for sponsorship information if you are interested.
What does your sponsorship include?






Admission to all PA ACHCA chapter events
Advertising booth space for all PA ACHCA events
The ability to raise "brand awareness" and create preference for your product/service
Support existing sales promotion campaigns
Support corporate hospitality and promote relations with existing and potential clients

If interested in exploring more about sponsorship opportunities, please contact Sharon Bixler at
sbixler@mcwil.com

Medicare News
Issuance of Revised NOMNC and DENC, Form CMS-10123 and CMS-10124.
Medicare health plan enrollees receive a Notice of Medicare Non-Coverage (NOMNC) prior to
termination of Medicare-covered skilled nursing facility (SNF), home health (HH), and
comprehensive outpatient rehabilitation facility (CORF) services. The NOMNC informs
individuals of their right to an immediate, independent review of the proposed discontinuation
of covered services.
Plans are required to provide a Detailed Explanation of Non-Coverage (DENC) when an
independent review is requested. The DENC provides additional explanation concerning the
reasons Medicare coverage is ending.
CMS is issuing a new combined Notice of Medicare Non-Coverage. This notice will replace the
CMS 10095 (Medicare Advantage notice) and the CMS 10123 (Original Medicare notice). This
combined notice retains the form number of the current Original Medicare Notice (CMS 10123)
and the name of the MA notice (Notice of Medicare Non-Coverage, or NOMNC). CMS also is
issuing a new Detailed Explanation of Non-Coverage, or DENC, with the form number CMS
10124. The new, combined notices must be in use as soon as possible, but no later than May 1,
2012. To access the new notices, go to http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-GeneralInformation/BNI/MAEDNotices.html.
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Nursing Home Patient Safety Trust Fund Surcharge
In the March 17, 2012, edition of the Pennsylvania Bulletin the Department of Health
(Department) published notice announcing the FY 2011-2012 nursing home Patient Safety Trust
Fund surcharge. Sections 401—411 of the Medical Care Availability and Reduction of Error
(MCARE) Act (MCARE Act) requires nursing homes to electronically report health careassociated infection (HAI) data to the Department and the Patient Safety Authority (Authority).
Mandatory reporting of nursing home HAIs was implemented in June 2009.
Section 409 of the MCARE Act states that every fiscal year, beginning July 1, 2008, each nursing
home shall pay the Department a surcharge on its licensing fee to provide sufficient revenues
for the Authority to perform its responsibilities related to this Act. The 2011-2012 surcharge for
nursing homes is $9.14 per licensed bed. To view the notice and the methodology used to
determine this surcharge go to http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol42/4211/497.html.
Notification of the surcharge was distributed to each nursing home in a letter dated March 7,
2012. The due date for the surcharge payment is May 7, 2012. If you have not received your
letter or have questions you are asked to contact Cheryl Early in the Bureau of Facility Licensure
and Certification at 717-787-8015.

Resident Data Reporting Manual
The latest revision of the Resident Data Reporting Manual dated 04/01/2012 has
been posted on the DPW Long Term Care Case Mix Information site at
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/longterm_care_case_mix_information/19342 and on the MDS Welcome Page Bulletins. This
revision aligns the manual with CMS changes effective April 1, 2012, and clarifies certain issues
that have arisen with continuing implementation of MDS 3.0.
A Change document has been prepared outlining significant changes that have been made;
corrections of typographical or spelling errors and web site updates are not included. A copy of
the Change document can be found here.

PA- AIT Program
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has approved an Administrator-in-Training (or AIT) program.
Details of the program can be found here: Click here! This 28 page document serves as both a detailed
explanation of the process and application for AIT programming here in Pennsylvania.
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AIT Preceptors Wanted!
If you would be willing to serve as a supervising administrator to a student seeking an AIT internship,
please feel free to forward your name and preferred contact information to Timothy Legg at
drtlegg@ptd.net Your contact information will be shared with students who contact our chapter seeking
AIT placement. Remember-- you hold the future of long term care in your hands!

Care2Learn delivers an easy-to-use, fully-hosted online university solution for long-term healthcare
compliance training and education. The Care2Learn library features more than 2,700 hours of online
courses, featuring the field's largest in-service selection and courses accredited by more than 50 state
and national organizations. Care2Learn is an ANCC Accredited Organization.
ACHCA members can receive a 10% discount on Care2Learn courses. Click here to learn more or sign up
for your courses today!

Membership Renewal
As a member of ACHCA, you receive discounts on your registration for Winter Marketplace, Convocation
and other educational offerings. This is just one of many benefits you receive as a member. Renew your
membership today to continue receiving these benefits. If you have questions about your membership
or renewal date, email membership@achca.org

Regulatory Compliance Guide (RCG)
DPW's website contains the Regulatory Compliance Guide, the document which replaces the
Licensing Measurement Instrument. This new guide has been developed to:


Provide clearer explanations of the regulatory requirements of 55 Pa.Code Chapter 2600
to both personal care home operators and regulators.



Provide detailed explanations of each regulatory requirement, including expectations
for compliance, guidelines for measuring compliance, and the primary benefit of each
requirement.



Discuss general regulatory requirements and procedures.



Provide overviews of complex regulatory issues to provide a more global understanding
of the chapter and its purpose.

Regulatory Compliance Guide - April 1, 2012
Regulatory Compliance Guide - Information Added - April 1, 2012
If you cannot find the information you need, please Contact DPW.
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Posting and Publication of the Final 2011-2012 Nursing Home Payment Rates.
The Office of Long Term Living will post the 2011-2012 final nursing home rates on the
Department of Public Welfare’s website on Friday, April 13, 2012. The final rates will be
available at
www.dpw.state.pa.us/provider/doingbusinesswithdpw/longtermcarecasemixinformation/inde
x.htm.
The 2011-2012 final rate notice will be published in the Saturday, April 14, 2012 edition of the
Pennsylvania Bulletin. OLTL is developing a 2011-2012 rate processing schedule for the
retroactive adjustment of the payments made to nursing homes for services provided July 1,
2011 through March 31, 2012, the schedule will be shared with providers as soon as it is
available.
If you have any questions, you are asked to contact the OLTL Provider Call Center which is
available Monday through Thursday 9 AM to 12 PM and 1PM to 4PM at 1-800-932-0939.
2012 Convocation News!
Registration is still open. You can either register online or download the form. *
Hotel Reservations: Our room block at the Gaylord Opryland Resort is sold, but if you book your
room by April 12th they will honor our special rate as long as rooms are still available. Reserve
your hotel room online or call (615) 889-1000 and ask for the AACHC2 group rate. *
Albert Slatky Memorial Golf Outing: Support The Academy while golfing with your colleagues at
Gaylord Springs Golf Links. Register online or download & complete the registration form by
April 20th
Tweet about Convocation: Are you on Twitter? If so use #ACHCAConvo12 to tweet about
Convocation. Click here to follow ACHCA on Twitter.
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Membership Campaign
PA Chapter is looking to expand our member base. Unlike other professional administrative
organizations, ACHCA focuses solely on the issues that impact long term care facilities.
What does your membership include?
 Preferred rates to all regional continuing education offerings of the PA Chapter of the
ACHCA.
 Access to the online "Peer-2-Peer" network (including file sharing).
 Professional advancement through certification and fellowship programs.
 Social events at conferences
 Discounts on insurance programs & ACHCA Online University
 Networking opportunities with other administrative professionals in Pennsylvania.
A membership application is attached at the end of this newsletter for your convenience. Share it with a
colleague!

Special
Thanks to
our
Sponsors!
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Special
Thanks to
our
Sponsors!

Help your activity director
help your residents to
achieve a higher quality of
life!

Activities Directors' Quarterly for Alzheimer's and Other Dementia Patients
Providing true therapeutic activities for Alzheimer's and dementia patient for over 12 years.
The gold standard in merging the latest research, regulations and practice into real activities that
benefit your residents.
Use coupon code ACHCA20 for a 20% discount. Please follow this link to order.
http://shop.pnpco.com/category.sc?categoryId=6
Follow us on Facebook for weekly tips from the experts! www.facebook.com/activitiesdirectors
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Upcoming Educational Offerings!!!!
PHCA/CALM Webinar Series
Click below to register and learn more about each webinar PHCA/CALM will be offering.
More topics will be added soon.
Resident Assessment—Support Plan (RASP) Update
Presented by Ron Melusky, PA Department of Public Welfare
Wednesday, May 9, 2012, 10 AM -12 PM
2 CEUs for Personal Care Home Administrators - Approved by DPW
Registration Information and More Details are found here
* - Please note this session has been extended to TWO hours now. Any
registered attendee will be contacted prior to the webinar to seek out questions
for Q & A during the webinar on May 9.
The top 12 compliance issues that nursing facilities are facing in 2012 and the
near future
Presented by Mike Hynum, Hynum Law
Wednesday, May 16, 2012, 10-11 AM
1 CEU for Nursing Home Administrators - Approval Pending with NAB
Registration Information and More Details are found here
APPI Energy Webinar - How to $ave and Earn Energy Dollars
Presented by Mike Payne, APPI
Monday, May 21, 2012, 10-11 AM
1 CEU for Nursing Home Administrators - Approved by NAB
1 CEU for Personal Care Home Administrators, pending with DPW
Registration Information and More Details are found here
I Feel Your Pain! A Review of Pain Management Myths and Realities in Long Term
Care
Presented by Jennifer L. Hardesty, Remedi SeniorCare
Wednesday, September 26, 2012, 10-11 AM
1 CEU for Nursing Home Administrators and 1 CEU for Personal Care Home Administrators
- Approval Pending
Registration Information and More Details are found here
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Upcoming Educational Seminar--- 21 NHA CEU's!
Just in Time for License Renewal!
Empower your nursing team to meet the current challenges from CMS and DOH regarding the
initiatives to avoid hospitalizations and to reduce the use of psychoactive medications. A more
thorough working knowledge-base of the care needs of the older adult is critical to both of those
endeavors. Consider how much time is utilized in various committee meetings attempting to
problem solve resident behavior changes and repeat incidents / accidents. Through greater than
24 years of experience in long term care, especially assisting facilities under some form of
adverse actions, I repeatedly discovered that simply educating personnel on the uniqueness of
our elderly clients was the primary key to successful turnarounds. As the Minimum Data Set
(MDS) transitioned away from an assessment tool to a fiscal instrument that continually morphs
to further decrease needed reimbursement, the need to help staff become more time-effective and
efficient in their efforts to provide care and services AND to validate their actions & outcomes
has become even more apparent. Quality outcomes also help to keep beds full. Watching your
staff grow professionally – is priceless.
Consider joining us in Grantville on April 25 – 27, 2012 as we provide the three-day seminar,
“Health Care Needs of the Older Adult in Skilled Nursing Facilities: A Comprehensive
Overview.” This continuing education activity has been approved for 21 NHA Clock Hours by
the State Board of Nursing Home Administrators, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, AND 21
Nursing Contact Hours. Gerber Consulting Services, Inc. is an approved provider of continuing
nursing education by the Pennsylvania State Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.
Click on this link for more information or to register:
http://www.gerberconsulting.com/Current%20Files/Education/Gerontology%20Course%20Outli
ne%20&%20Registration%20Form-2.pdf
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Activities Directors' Quarterly for Alzheimer's and Other Dementia Patients
Call for Manuscripts

Greetings!
This is a call for manuscripts for Activities Directors'
Quarterly for Alzheimer's and Other Dementias.
Activities Directors Quarterly specializes in
providing meaningful therapeutic activities for the care
of older adults in long-term care settings with
Alzheimer's disease as well as all types of dementia.
We need your help!
Our goal is to provide relevant, high quality information
from diverse sources and to serve as effectively as
possible the needs of those involved in activities
programs for people with Alzheimer's disease or other
dementias. If you have information, articles, or
manuscripts that would help us achieve these goals, we
would like to hear from you.
Activities Directors' Quarterly publishes articles,
lesson plans, program outlines, commentaries, and studies related to activities-based programs and
research which would be of interest to activities directors, occupational therapists, and other
professionals in long-term care, transitional care, and assisted-living facilities.
Over the past 12 years, Activities Directors' Quarterly has become a valuable tool for activities
professionals worldwide dealing with dementia patients at all stages. I ask you to share your research
and specialized activities so that others may benefit!
Do you know someone that would like to contribute or benefit from ADQ? If so, please
. Or like our facebook page.
Please send your manuscripts to adq@pnpco.com .
Thank you for your consideration!
Very truly yours,
Timothy J. Legg, PhD, CNHA, CTRS, AC-BC, MCHES
Editor-in-Chief
Activities Director's Quarterly for Alzheimer's and Other Dementia Patients
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Activities Directors' Quarterly for Alzheimer's and Other Dementias is the journal of record in the
field and features a distinguished Editorial Review Board led by Editor-In-Chief, Professor Timothy
Legg, PhD, CRNP, CNHA, CTRS, AC-BC, CDP. Dr. Legg brings a unique interdisciplinary perspective to
the challenging field of therapeutic activities for dementia patients.
As Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Legg guides the journal's leadership role at a time when there is significant
culture change in long term care and a growing demand for quality, therapeutic activities for patients
with Alzheimer's Disease and other types of dementia.

To subscribe immediately click here. For other details, contact the publisher, Weston Medical
Publishing at 781-899-2702 Ext 108, or visit the Web page at
www.activitiesdirectors.com
Weston Medical Publishing
470 Boston Post Road, Weston, MA 02493
781-899-2702 Ext 107, 781-899-4900 fax
Richard A. DeVito Jr.
Publisher
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